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obtain assurance from Stalin that Russia had no claim
to territory in the Balkans, renounced for ever Bessarabia,
and that there would be no more subsidized propaganda
for Communism, a mere formality because the Soviet
eagerly desired a general understanding with the Balkan
powers and Czecho-Slovakia. Both the Little Entente
and the Balkan Pact would obtain the support of
Russia.

King Alexander was not obviously a dominant
factor in European politics, but more depended on him
at that time than the world knew. "Had he survived
for but one year/' said Jevtitch to me afterwards, "the
face of European politics would have been altogether
different." With him perished most of his plans. His
vision of the future faded like an insubstantial dream.

The little destroyer went roaring into a new storm,
The spray of the sea lashed the decks and in the sinister
commotion of the elements the two men talked of peace,
far into the night. When they retired they could not
sleep for the uproar of the sea. The Dubrovnik, seeking
calmer waters, passed through the Straits of Messina
rather than keep to the open Mediterranean. But
Italian waters were rough, as if partaking of the
character of Italian politics.

The turbines thundered through the Tyrrhene Sea.
At length, at a distance of 150 miles from the French
coast, the French fleet coming from home waters
signalled the Dubrovnik. A squadron of cruisers and
torpedo-boats, accompanied by submarines, crossed the
dim horizon, grew near, manoeuvred into position,
and then accompanied her to Marseilles, The King,
sitting between two guns, field-glasses in hand, descried
the Colbert and the Duquesne, the Forbin} the Mistral
and the Fronde., and the flagship of Admiral Dubois.
The forenoon of the 9th was fair. The sea grew more
calm, as if only the Italian part was stormy. The grand
south coast of France broke through low mist, the
picturesque littoral of Toulon, the cliffs of Cassis and